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Upcoming Events 

December 18-20 
 

Noon Dismissal –            
Upper School Exams 

John Paul the Great Academy is a small, Catholic, college preparatory school 
that preserves and promotes the sacred traditions of the Roman Catholic Church 
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From the Headmaster 
 

I have always believed that Thanksgiving is the perfect way to begin the 
Advent season - a day dedicated to gratitude, to faith and to family.  We have 
so much for which to be grateful.  

Now, in this time of spiritual preparation (and busyness no doubt), I want to 
ask the JPG Community to step back and think about where our school will 
be in 5-10 years, and what it will take to get us there, especially in the area of 
enrollment.  

• What kind of culture do you want our school to have?   
• What will make JPG unique in its spiritual, academic, and campus life?   
• What will make us different? 

Even as we enter this new season of Advent, I believe strongly that we are 
also at a turning point in the young history of our school.  We have excellent 
faculty who work tirelessly to offer an intellectual and moral formation 
second to none.  We have a rich Catholic and classical curriculum that avoids 
the pitfalls of the latest “Common Core” trends.  We have a beautiful weekly 
Mass, 24 hour Eucharistic Adoration, and life-changing pilgrimages to places 
all over the globe.   

Yet the strength of our school lies first and last in the strength of our families.  
Parents are and must be the first teachers of their children.  What students 
hear in school MUST be echoed in their homes…which leaves us with one 
more question as we look to the future of our school.   

• How can we spread the word and attract families who will choose JPG 
not in spite of its counter-cultural mission, but because of its counter-
cultural mission?   

Reflect deeply on this last question.  Read it again.   

I believe that the answer to this all important question begins with this year’s 
JPG OPEN HOUSE, which takes place a week from this Thursday, on 

Omnia in Excellentia 
 

December 6  
 

Noon Dismissal 

December 12 Open House 

JPG lower school students learn about the 
Eucharist and the Mass through our         

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program 

December 4 
 

March for Life - Balance Due  

December 13 
 

Winter Concert & Art Exhibit  
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December 12 from 4-7pm.  Our theme is “Families Inviting Families.”  Our parents have always been our best 
ambassador, which is why I want to ask every parent to come to the Open House this year and to bring one or two 
friends.  Take the tour with your friends and their children, and help us welcome new faces and new families to the 
JPG Community.  Our students, teachers, and coaches will be making presentations on the school’s spiritual life, 
academics, and extracurriculars.  Please don’t miss this opportunity to help our school to grow.  Our future depends 
on it.  We look forward to seeing you there. 
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ACADEMICS 

1. Lower School Piano and Choir Christmas 
concert - Come join us Friday Dec. 13, 10am, as 
pianists from Ms. Bess Fulmer's studio will present 
Christmas music while the children in grades 3-6 will 
lead us in singing Christmas carols.  The event will 
take place in the 2nd floor Library inside the main  
building. 
 

2. Winter Concert and Art Exhibit! - Friday, December 
13th, 2pm and 6pm. We are excited to present our first 
"Winter Art Exhibit and Music Concert." Mr. Stout's 
Upper school guitarists will begin the event by 
performing a variety of music that everyone is sure to 
enjoy. The instrumentals will be followed by a new 
ensemble this year.  Mr. Stout has decided to 
combine some lower school (5th/6th) and upper 
school students into one choir for this concert.  The 
most unique portion of the event will be the artwork 
displayed from Mrs. Cindy Marcantel’s studio. For 
those who can't make the 2pm time, we are offering 
an additional evening concert at 6pm.  The event will 
take place in the 2nd floor Library inside the main 
building. 
 

3. The Art Room -  is always open and welcomes you 
to come and view your child's masterpieces!  Mrs. 
Marcantel is available Tuesdays, Thursdays and most 
Fridays. Please note the included announcement 
about the Winter Music and Art Showing on 
December 13!  Mrs. Marcantel needs extra hands to 
help set up December 11th and/or 12th.  Please 
contact her via e-mail at cmarcantel@jpgacademy.org 
to offer your assistance!  Thank you in advance! 
 

4. Speech & Debate: In the month of December, the 
Guardian Speech & Debate team has a big weekend 
on December 6 & 7.  Representatives from the 5th 
through 8th grade classes will be traveling to St. 
Augustine High School in New Orleans for 
Louisiana's only speech and debate tournament 
exclusively for middle school students.  The same 
weekend, our high school Guardian speech & debate 
team will be headed to Houston for the Westside 
Tournament for our first out of state competition of 
the year.  Any adults interested in judging or 
chaperoning for either trip should contact Mrs. 
Mahan at dmahan@JPGAcademy.org.  Please pray 
for our students during this exciting weekend! 
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5. JPG Guardian Speech & Debate Team - We've had 
several students with an outstanding showing, qualify 
to the Louisiana Tournament of Champions (State) to 
be held this March. These students are also helping 
JPG maintain its state status, ranked as having the 
highest number of degrees in all of Louisiana, 
according to the National Forensic League. 
• Claire Bollich: Lincoln Douglas Debate 
• Mary Broussard: Extemporaneous Speaking 
• Michael Collins : Humorous Interpretation 
• Noah Delatte: Student Congress and Public 

Forum Debate 
• Philip DeMoura: Lincoln Douglas Debate 
• Kirsten Fontenot: Lincoln Douglas Debate 
• Logan Habetz: Public Forum Debate  
• Christiana Hubbell: Lincoln Douglas Debate 
• Luke Kirk: Declamation, Extemporaneous 

Speaking, Student Congress, Lincoln Douglas 
Debate and Public Forum Debate 

• Jack Moore: Student Congress 
• Madison Price: Student Congress 
• Michael Vidrine: Student Congress 
• Kari Wexler: Lincoln Douglas Debate 

 
6. Text Book Check – Students are required to have 

their text books throughout the school year.  Students 
who have lost their text books will be given another 
and charged for the cost of the book.  Please contact 
the office with any questions. 

SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

7. A Marriage Made for Heaven Marriage Enrichment 
Program  - This Christmas, give the gift of yourself to 
your spouse!  Faciltated by Glenn and Cindy 
Marcantel will be one planned date, once a month, 
with the added bonus of working on your marriage 
and building a more intimate union.  The evening will 
consist of a presentation by Dr. Gregory and Lisa 
Popcak, questions and light sharing in small groups, 
and your date with follow-up material to share 
together.  There will be twelve sessions beginning 
January 2014. March, June, September and January will 
include community nights where you will have the 
option to share a meal and fun with the other couples. 
You do not have to commit to all twelve sessions.  Try 
to make all of them and see what happens!  Please call 
207-3503 or 207- 3502 to sign up.  The work book is 
$13.00. This is open to all couples. 
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Program Overview:  
A Marriage Made for Heaven presents a faithful, 
practical path for getting the most out of your 
marriage. You’ll explore fool-proof techniques for 
effective communication and problem-solving, 
expose the secrets of lifelong passion, win the battle 
of the sexes, supercharge your spiritual life, make 
the most out of marriage after kids, and a whole lot 
more. Your Catholic faith is blended seamlessly 
with solid psychological insights to help you 
discover how living the Catholic difference in all 
you do can help you create the joyful, abundant, 
passionate, grace-filled marriage you long for and 
God desires for you. 
 
Whether you are a newlywed or an old hand at 
marriage, A Marriage Made for Heaven will introduce 
you to new insights, show you new techniques, 
challenge your assumptions and open up new doors 
for greater intimacy both with your mate and the 
God who loves you and gave you to each other. 

 

8. JPG Women's Group – The next gathering will be 
Friday, January 24th, 6:30pm-9:00pm.  All women 
are welcome to come and hear Nashville 
Dominican, Sr. Mary Grace, share on Blessed John 
Paul II's apostolic letter, On the Dignity and Vocation 
of Women.  Feel free to bring a friend! 
 
 

CAMPUS LIFE  

9. Fall Fest & Collar-nary Cook-Off! –  These were 
two amazingly successful events filled with good 
food, fun, music and friends!  Thank you to the 
vast majority of you who have volunteered for this 
year’s fundraisers.   The success of these events 
really depends upon your help, and the events are 
one of the ways we are able to keep tuition levels 
accessible.  We are lucky to have such generous 
people who love our school! Thank you for your 
support!  

 
10. Baby Bottle Campaign – This year, JPG raised 

$1,400 for the DesOrmeaux foundation! Thank you 
so much for your contribution to the pro-life cause.  
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ATHLETICS 
 

11. The Roof Doesn’t Leak!!!  Thanks to the funds 
raised at this past Spring’s Crawfish Boil, we were 
able to put a brand new roof on the lower section of 
the Gym.  For years now, every time it rained we 
would have standing water in the locker rooms, rest 
rooms, and at the entrance to the gym.  Stay tuned 
for more improvements to come!  We are very 
grateful to Mr. Emanuel John and Ms. Becky 
Anderson for doing such a great job with this project.  
  

12. Congratulations to all of our outstanding athletes 
and coaches who have made this year such an 
exciting and successful one! These athletes put on 
quite an impressive display of fortitude, 
determination, and perseverance. These teams 
exemplified THE JPG WAY: fighting for every point, 
no exception, in excellence and in virtue.  They stand 
as perfect examples of what we are trying to 
accomplish here.  
 
Here are the standings for the 2013 school year:  

• ACEL VOLLEYBALL  2013 State Runners Up 
• All-State players:  First Team All-State – Logan 

Myers, Kristen Meche 
• Second Team All-State – Elizabeth Louis 

• ACEL FOOTBALL  2013 State Runners Up 
• All-State: Brice Cambre, Jacob LeJeune, Lane 

Melancon, Tim Johnson, Peyton Schexnayder 
• And Coach of the Year: Mr. Barrett Richard! 

13. CHEERLEADING –  In the summer of 2013, our 
JPG Cheer Squad participated in a Universal 
Cheerleaders Association Camp.  During the three 
day camp, the squad earned 3 Superior Ribbons, 2 
Excellent Ribbons and an Overall Outstanding 
Trophy. 

 
14. Runnin’ Revs vs. Slammin’ Sems Basketball 

Game  -  All are invited to watch the Lafayette 
Diocesan Priests face the Diocese Seminarians 
on Thursday, January 2, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Cathedral-Carmel Gymnasium, 848 St. John 
Street, Lafayette, in an athletic competition of 
recreational basketball. This always popular, fun-
filled, family event helps to promote and support 
priestly and religious vocations.  Put it on your 
calendar today. 

 



 

 

  

1.COME TO OPEN HOUSE  

– on Thursday, December 12 
 

2.BRING A NEW FAMILY  

– to take along on the tour
 

 

3.CONTACT THE MAIN OFFICE  

– to see how else you can help 

OPEN HOUSE TO DO LIST:  


